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honest, wise gentleman and a soldier of good experi-
ence, and of as great courage as any man might be,"
There is also a pretty story of a French captive row-
ing down the river at night, playing a Protestant tune
on his fife to warn the English he was a friend come to
tell them the Spaniards were all gone from the fort.
This Nicholas Borgoignon, a survivor of the French
colony at St. Augustine destroyed by the Spaniards, was
full of information. He not only was able to conduct
Carleil and his men into the fort, but he had wondrous
tales of mountains full of rubies, diamonds, and gold,
far away in the interior. So brightly did these moun-
tains gleam in the sun with the richness of their treas-
ures that it was necessary to approach them by night
A Spaniard who was taken home by Drake confirmed
this. Senor Morales had seen these mountains of
Apalachi. He had seen a monster diamond brought
out of its fabulous recesses.
Such tales are a commonplace of the time. These
adventurers, burning with the desire of wealth, and
probably wanted at home by the law, omitted to carry
with them a little elementary mineralogy. Diamond
mines, the stones already cut and polished, on the tops
of mountains, close by caves full of flashing rubies, clifis
gleaming with yellow metal, presented no difficulty to
these truculent pioneers of the sixteenth century who
had never seen a gold mine or an emerald mine in their
lives,
But the tales of Morales and Borgoignon bore wit-
ness to an authentic movement in Spanish America to-
ward establishing colonies as bases for the exploration
and conquest of North America. Drake's excursion
along the coast of what is now Florida, Georgia, and
the Carolinas, to Roanoke, resulted in two memorable
achievements. He destroyed the unfinished outpost
of St. Augustine and he took home with him the dis-